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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

FOR  1898. 


To  the  Kettering  Urban  District  Council. 


0ENTLEMEN, 


In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  town  has  been  good  throughout  the 
past  year,  that  the  general  death  rate  is  a low  one,  and  the  zymotic 
death  rate  below  the  average. 

In  round  numbers  the  population  of  Kettering  in  the  middle  of 
1898  must  have  been  28,000  ; at  the  present  time  it  probably  exceeds 

that  number  considerably. 

»/ 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


The  number  of  Births  in  1898  was 
The  number  of  Deaths  was 
This  gives  a Birth  Rate  of 
And  a Death  Bate  of 
The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  was 

Subtracting  those  who  died  in  the 
Hospital,  not  being  residents  in 
Kettering- — 


471  477 

217  200 

33-8  in  the  1000 
14*8  in  the  1000 
IT  in  the  1000 


948 

417 


The  Death  Bate  would  be  145  in  the  1000 
The  Zvmotic  Death  Rate  1‘07  in  the  lOOO 


During  the  last  ten  years 

these  rites  have  been 

as  follows  : — 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

1889 

36' 

12- 

•3 

1890 

34- 

17-8 

4-8 

1891 

38T 

14  6 

•3 

1892 

38-3 

16  1 

•6 

1893 

31*3 

15- 

1-09 

1894 

34*  7 

14-9 

2 4 

1895 

36'5 

13  5 

•7 

1896 

34' 4 

142 

2 3 

1897 

35 '2 

135 

•4 

1898 

33  8 

148 

IT 

The  mean  for  the 

decade  being 

35  2 

14*6 

14 

During  the  ten 

years  com 

pleted  by  1898  the  number  of  deaths 

from  the  five  following  diseases  have  been — 

Smallpox.  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria.  Typhoid.  Measles. 
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Here  follow  the  statistics  of  illness  and  death  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  to  which  I add  a list  of  the  causes  of  all 
the  deaths  during  1898. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS. 

During  the  year  1898,  in  the  Kettering  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified 

according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these 
Statistics;  public  institutions 
being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 


Kettering  Urban 
Kettering  Union... 
General  Hospital 
Infections  Diseases 
Hospital  ... 

Totals  


Mortality 

from  all  Causes. 

AT  SUBJOINED 

AGES. 

At  all 

Under 

1 

and 

5 

and 

15 

and 

25 

and 

65 

and 

Ages. 

1 

Year. 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

5 

15 

25 

65 

wards. 

369 

151 

64 

19 

i j 

h- > 

GO 

59 

58 

37 

2 

2 

12 

21 

7 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

417 

153 

67 

22 

19 

77 

79 

Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Names  of  Local- 
ities adopted  for 
the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics  ; 
public  institutions 
being  shown  as 
separate  localities 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid,  j 

Puerperal. 

Measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea  and 
Dysentery. 

Rheumatic  Fever. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  1 

and  Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Injuries. 

All  other  Diseases.  | 

TOTAL.  | 

Kettering 

Under  5 

3 

1 

16 

4 

6 

1 

53 

4 

3 

126 



217 

Urban 

5 upwds 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

25 

5 

22 

6 

GO 

GO 

152 

Kettering 

Under  5 

1 

3 

4 

U nion 

5 upwds 

1 

4 

6 

4 

18 

33 

General 

Under  5 

1 

1 

Hospital 





- 

5 upwds 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Infections 

Under  5 

J lS8clSGb 

Hospital 

5 upwds 

4 

1 

4 

Totals 

Under  5 

3 

1 

16 

4 

6 

1 

55 

4 

3 

129 

222 

5 upwds 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

30 

11 

27 

8 jlOE 

195 

5 


Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or  Division  to 

which  this  Return  relates. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,840 

Population  (last  Census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,453 

,,  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1898)  ...  ...  28,000 

Death  Rates. — General,  14.8  per  1,000  Population,  estimated 

to  middle  of  1898. 

,,  ,,  Infant  (under  one  year  of  age)  161.4  per  1000 

Births  Registered. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES 

OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS, 


Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1898 
in  the  Kettering  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified  according 
to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Population  at 
all  ages. 

New  cases  of  sickness  in 
each  locality  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Number  of 
such  eases 
removed 
from  their 
lmmes  in 
the  several 
localities 
for 

treatment 
in  the 
Isolation 
Hospital. 

Names  of 
Localities 
adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these 
Statistics 

Public  Institutions 
being-  shown 
as  separate 
localities. 

Last  Census. 

Estimated  to 
middle  of  1898. 

Registered  Births. 

Age  under  5 
or  over  5 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

Puerperal. 

Erysipelas 

Scarlatina. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

Kettering 

Urban  ... 

Under  5 

56 

1 

l 

1 

4 

24 

19,453 

28,000 

948 

5 upwds 

145 

1 

l 

16 

1 

26 

76 

7 

Under  5 

IT 

T 

T 

1 

T 

24 

Totals  ...... 

19,453 

28,000 

948 

145 

i 

i 

16 

1 

26 

76 

7 

5 upwds 

6 


Hydrocephalus 

2 

Meningitis 

8 

Apoplexy- 

...  16 

Convulsions  ... 

...  15 

Epilepsy 

3 

Paralysis 

2 

Laryngitis 

4 

Bronchitis 

...  38 

Pneumonia 

...  23 

Phthisis 

...  31 

Heart  Disease 

...  31 

Liver  Disease. . . 

4 

Kidney  Disease 

...  11 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis 

...  20 

Peritonitis 

2 

Obstruction  of  Bowels 

1 

Apendicitis 

1 

Spinal  Disease 

2 

Abscess 

1 

Cancer 

v ...  18 

Tumour 

1 

Tuberculosis  ... 

...  5 

Pernicious  Anaemia  ... 

2 

Anorexia  N ervosa 

2 

Eczema 

1 

Ptomaine  Poisoning... 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

Gangrene 

1 

Svphylis 

1 

Croup  ... 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

Scarlet  Fever... 

3 

Typhoid  Fever 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Measles 

..  18 

Bheumatic  Fever 

1 

Diarrhoea  ..  _ 

7 

Childbirth 

3 

Premature  Birth 

...  28 

Congenital  Debility  ... 

...  23 

Atrophy 

...  33 

Senile  Debility 

...  24 

Injuries 

...  11 

Total 

...  417 

These  tables  show  that  the  birth  rate  is  slightly  below  the 
average  in  this  town,  that  the  death  rate  is  a very  low  one  for  a 
factory  town,  and  the  zymotic  death  rate  would  have  been  a very  low 
one  but  for  the  prevalence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  which 
claimed  between  them  22  deaths. 


Phthisis 


Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 


The  deaths  from  Phthisis  have  been  almost  identical  in  number 
for  the  last  three  years,  notwithstanding  the  rapid  increase  in  the 
population,  and  considerably  less  than  in  former  years. 

No  case  of  Smallpox  has  occurred  in  the  district  during  1898. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  very  prevalent  during  the  whole  year. 
Cases  have  occurred  in  almost  every  street  in  this  town,  and  the 
disease  has  doubtless  spread  chiefly  from  the  slight  cases,  which  in 
many  instances  have  not  been  reported  to  your  officers,  either  from 
the  ignorance  or  carelessness  of  the  parents,  until  the  disease  had 
been  already  communicated  to  others.  Owing  to  the  disease  being 
prevalent  in  so  many  parts  of  the  town  it  was  most  difficult  to  detect 
the  offending  parties  ; but  in  February,  as  several  cases  were  notified, 
all  of  them  being  attendants  at  one  school,  I went  to  that  school  and 
examined  every  scholar,  the  result  being  that  I discovered  one  child 
actually  u peeling,”  and  on  visiting  this  child’s  home  found  two  other 
children  also  peeling.  This  family  was,  of  course,  at  once  isolated. 

By  means  of  a free  use  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  the  disease  was 
fairly  well  held  in  check  until  September,  when  the  illness  spread 
more  rapidly,  and  several  children  were  found  who  had  suffered  from 
Scarlet  Fever  without  any  precautions  being  taken,  the  parents  in  all 
these  cases  pleading  ignorance  of  the  children  having  been  ill. 


Diphtheria. 


Typhoid 

Fever. 
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One  prosecution,  followed  by  a conviction  and  the  infliction  of  a 
fine,  was  instituted,  and  I think  more  care  has  been  taken  since  that 
time. 


The  disease  occurred  as  follows  : — 


In  January 

...  5 

May  ... 

...  18 

September 

19 

February  . . . 

...  S 

June  ... 

...  9 

October  ... 

38 

March 

...  24 

July  ... 

...  3 

November 

28 

April 

...  18 

August 

6 

December 

25 

Of  the  201  cases  exactly  100  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  All  the  cases  removed  to  tlie  Hospital  recovered,  and  three 
of  the  remainder  died.  It  speaks  well  for  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  town  generally  that  the  disease  was  of  so  mild  a type,  and  that 
so  very  few  deaths  occurred  out  of  such  a large  n amber  of  cases. 


In  all  cases  treated  at  home  the  rooms  were  carefully  disinfected, 
and  the  disinfecting  apparatus  at  the  Hospital  has  been  used  for  the 
infected  articles,  which  were  not  destroyed.  This  process  has  brought 
a large  increase  of  work  to  your  Inspector  during  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year. 

Only  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  reported,  one  of  which 
ended  fatally.  It  seemed  probable  that  the  cause  of  the  illness  in  this 
instance  was  the  keeping  of  a large  number  of  fowls  on  some  very 
sodden  ground  at  the  back  of  the  house  where  the  illness  occurred. 


Seventeen  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified,  six  of 
which  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  They  occurred  in  the  following 
order  : — 


January 1 July  1 November  1 

March 1 August 4 December  1 

April  1 September  ...  5 

May  1 October  ...  1 


And  in  the  following  localities: — 


Princes  Street  (2) 
Carlton  Street 
London  Road 
Regent  Street 
Alfred  Street 


Albion  Road 
Fuller  Street 
Green  Lane  Terrace 
Ford  Street 
Buccleuch  Street 


Nelson  Street 
Tresham  Street 
Gas  Street 
Thorngate  Street  (2) 


The  Matron  of  the  Hospital  was  unfortunate  enough  to  contract 
the  disease  from  being  in  constant  attendance  upon  a particularly 
bad  case. 
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Measles. 


Notification 
of  Infectious 
Diseases, 


Water  Supply 


Lodging 

Houses. 


As  will  be  seen  the  cases  occurred  at  all  times  of  the  year  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  town.  Several  of  the  cases  were  imported  ones, 
some  were  traced  to  drinking  impure  water,  and  some  to  faults  in  the 
drainage  arrangements,  while  one  appeared  to  have  contracted  the 
illness  from  bathing  in  a brook  containing  sewage  matter.  Three 
cases  proved  fatal,  all  of  which  died  in  the  Hospital.  In  all  cases  the 
sewers  in  the  locality  received  extra  flushing,  and  the  private  drains 
and  closets  were  also  thoroughly  cleansed. 

Measles  was  somewhat  prevalent  in  the  middle  and  latter  part  of 
the  year,  and  no  less  than  18  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  and 
its  complications.  As  usual,  when  Measles  is  at  alb  prevalent  the 
zymotic  death  rate  is  greatly  increased. 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  continues  to  be  most 
useful,  and  has  without  doubt  been  the  means  in  many  instances  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  illness. 

The  cases  notified  have  been  as  follows  : — 

Scarlatina  . ...  201  Typhoid  Fever...  17 

Diphtheria  ..  2 Puerperal  Fever  1 

Croup  2 Erysipelas  . 30 

Total  ...  253 

I have  continued  the  practice  of  communicating  weekly  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  to 
me,  and  have  received  in  return  the  number  of  cases  notified  from 
other  places.  Dr.  Paget,  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  County  Council, 
has  carried  out  a similar  plan  with  regard  to  this  county,  receiving 
from  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  a monthly  statement  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  this  district,  and  in  a few  days  returning  a list  of 
those  notified  in  the  whole  county.  This  is  an  excellent  arrangement, 
and  serves  to  put  us  on  our  guard  in  every  way.  I have  also  had 
inter-communication  with  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  several 
localities  with  regard  to  suspected  cases  of  infectious  diseases  arriving 
in  or  leaving  their  districts. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  ample  and  excellent  throughout  the 
year,  and  a plentiful  reserve  has  always  been  present  in  the  reservoir. 
The  Waterworks  are  at  the  present  time  being  transferred  from  the 
shareholders  to  the  Urban  District  Council. 

The  single  licensed  Lodging-house  in  Kettering  has  on  every 
inspection  been  found  clean,  and  never  overcrowded.  Ho  cases  of 
infectious  disease  have  occurred  there. 
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lakehousee. 


’actories. 


oint 

solation 

lospital. 


The  Bakehouses  have,  on  the  whole,  been  well  kept,  and  the  regu- 
lations required  in  such  places  well  carried  out. 

The  Factories,  too,  have  been  kept  in  a good  sanitary  condition, 
and  well  ventilated,  without  overcrowding.  As  the  town  grows  in 
size,  and  the  use  of  machinery  in  every  branch  of  trade  increases, 
more  accidents  naturally  occur,  and  some  of  them  lately  have  been  of 
a very  serious  nature.  The  new  General  Hospital  seems  to  have  come 
into  use  just  at  the  time  when  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible 
to  do  without  it;  and  its  usefulness  is  constantly  increasing. 

The  Joint  Isolation  Hospitals  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Councils 
have  been  most  useful  to  both  districts.  During  the  earlier  months 
of  the  year  by  judiciously  removing  suitable  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
the  disease  was  certainly  kept  in  check,  but  during  the  latter  months 
this  disease  outran  the  accommodation  which  could  be  devoted  to  it, 
and  some  cases  were  unable  to  be  accommodated.  A few  beds  were, 
however,  always  kept  in  case  of  any  specially  urgent  cases  falling. 
The  Hospital  has  been  occupied,  often  very  fully,  during  the  whole 
year.  The  following  are  the  particulars  : — 

Seven  patients  remained  in  the  Hospital  on  January  1st,  1898 
six  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  from  Typhoid.  All 
these  were  discharged  cured. 

During  the  year  1898,  125  patients  have  been  admitted,  of  which 
106  were  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever, 

1 from  Measles,  and 
18  from  Typhoid  Fever. 

Of  these  108  were  from  the  Urban  District  and  17  were  from  the 
Rural  District. 

Of  the  Urban  cases  there  were 

100  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  all  recovered  ; 

1 Measles,  which  recovered  ; and 
7 Typhoid  Fever  cases,  three  of  which  proved  fatal. 

We  were  deprived  of  the  services  of  our  Matron,  Miss  Lanyon, 
for  nearly  three  months  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  through  a bad 
attack  of  Typhoid  Fever,  incurred  by  her  constant  attention  to  a very 
bad  case  of  that  fever.  Since  her  recovery  she  has  again  been 
unceasing  in  her  attention  to  some  unusually  severe  cases  which  have 
been  admitted.  Uurse  Fletcher,  too,  has  had  a very  hard  time  of  it 
for  several  months.  On  several  occasions  we  have  been  obliged  to  call 
in  extra  nurses  tempoi  arily,  as  some  of  the  Typhoid  cases  were  most 
severe  and  very  delirious.  Those  treated  in  the  Hospital  have,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  expressed  themselves  as  thoroughly  satisfied. 
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Meat,  Fish, 
and  Fruit. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


Milk  Supplies 


Water  Closets 


Sewage 

Works. 


Meat,  Fish,  and  Fruit  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  on 
several  occasions  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  destroy  articles. 
Amongst,  these  were  a very  large  quantity  of  Shrimps,  some  Fish,  and 
Rabbits.  Particulars  will  be  found  in  your  Inspector’s  Report. 

With  regard  to  the  Slaughter-houses,  although  I believe  those 
using  them  have  done  their  best  to  keep  them  in  good  condition,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  some  of  them  are  not  tit  for  the  purpose,  and 
much  more  work  is  carried  on  than  there  is  proper  arrangement  and 
accommodation  for.  It  is  quite  time  that  a Public  Slaughter-house 
should  be  provided,  as  I have  remarked  in  several  previous  reports. 
It  is  impossible  to  make  an  efficient  inspection  of  meat  in  so  many 
places  ; whereas,  if  a public  place  was  used  every  animal  could  be 
inspected  before  death,  and  every  carcase  afterwards,  so  that  the  sale 
of  tuberculous  meat  could  be  entirely  prevented.  And  this  is  a 
question  which  is  coming  to  the  front  very  rapidly. 

No  illness  has  been  traced  to  the  Milk  supplies  during  the  past 
year.  A very  large  proportion  of  the  Milk  consumed  in  Kettering  is 
produced  in  the  villages  of  the  neighbourhood  ; and  I have  from  time 
to  time  unofficially  examined  the  condition  in  which  the  cows  have 
been  kept  without  discovering  any  great  fault  in  their  surroundings. 

I consider,  however,  that  more  care  might  be  used  as  to  cleanli- 
ness in  those  who  milk  the  cows.  Certainly  accommodation  should 
be  provided  for  the  washing  of  the  hands  of  those  employed  before 
every  milking,  and  the  practice  which  some  milkers  use,  of,  as  it  were, 
washing  their  hands  with  the  milk  at  the  beginning  of  the  operation,  is 
a filthy  one,  as  the  milk  frequently  goes  straight  into  the  large  cans 
to  the  dairies,  and  is  then  used  without  boiling  in  many  instances. 

Your  Inspector  has  visited  those  supplying  Milk  from  within  the 
Urban  District,  and  a member  of  your  Council  has  interested  himself 
in  this  matter,  and  will  probably  continue  to  keep  the  matter  before 
you. 


There  are  still  many  Water  Closets  without  cisterns,  their  cleanli- 
ness being  dependent  only  on  hand  flushing.  This,  of  course,  is  a 
very  bad  system,  but  a difficult  one  to  deal  with,  on  account  of  the 
freezing  up  of  the  out-of  door  cisterns  during  frost.  Perhaps  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty  may  be  found  after  the  Council  has  become 
possessed  of  the  Waterworks. 

During  the  year  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been 
completed,  except  for  the  laying-out  of  the  land,  which  is  now  in  hand. 
The  works  comprise  two  additional  precipitation  tanks  of  the  design 
known  as  “ Dortmund  Tanks.”  They  are  each  25ft.  in  diameter  and 
40ft.  deep  below  overflow  level  ; the  sides  are  vertical  for  20ft.  below 
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this  level,  this  portion  of  the  tank  having  a vertical  cylinder;  below 
this  the  sides  slant  inwards  so  as  to  form  an  inverted  core  20ft.  deep, 
the  apex  being  at  the  bottom.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  solids  in 
the  sewage  are  precipitated  in  these  tanks,  and  subside  as  a sludge  into 
the  conical  bottom,  from  which  it  is  automatically  delivered  into  a 
new  sludge  pit  when  the  deliverv  valves  are  opened.  The  effluent 
from  the  tanks  is  taken  to  the  new  filter  beds,  three  of  which  have  an 
area  of  1800  square  yards  and  one  of  1400  square  yards  The  system 
of  filtration  adopted  is  known  as  (l  Dibdin’s  System.”  The  outlet 
valve  of  a bed  is  kept  closed  while  the  bed  is  filling  with  effluent  and 
opened  after  a short  rest,  the  effluent  being  drained  off  slowly.  Each 
bed  is  thus  thoroughly  serated  each  time  it  is  emptied,  as  the  air 
follows  the  effluent  as  it  is  drawn  off  through  the  bed — a condition 
necessary  to  the  bacterial  life  required  for  the  purification  of  the 
sewage.  The  sewage  is  at  present  only  being  treated  with  a little  lime, 
which  is  applied  in  the  form  of  solution,  to  assist  precipitation. 
Although  the  land  is  not  yet  being  used,  the  effluent  is  considerably 
improved.  The  total  cost  of  these  works,  including  the  purchase  of 
the  land,  has  been  about  £18,500. 

A system  of  Town  Drainage  supplementary  to  the  existing 
drainage  has  been  completed,  a number  of  new  sewers  having  been 
constructed  at  better  depths  than  the  old  one  ; the  old  sewers  being 
connected  with  surface  water  drains.  And  a large  number  of  new 
surface  water  drains  have  also  been  constructed,  so  as  provide  the 
whole  town,  except  a small  district  in  the  centre,  with  a dual  system 
of  drainage,  the  surface  wrater  being  discharged  into  the  brook  at  a 
number  of  outlets  instead  of  entering  the  sewers  and  discharging  at 
the  Works  This  plan  gives  considerable  relief  at  the  Sewage  Dis- 
posal Works  in  time  of  storm.  Many  fresh  ventilators,  raised  well 
above  the  houses,  have  been  built.  The  total  cost  of  these  works  has 
been  about  £11,500. 

I am  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  Reader  Smith,  the  Surveyor,  and  to 
Mr.  Barritt,  the  Inspector,  for  the  valuable  help  they  have  given  me 
throughout  the  year  1898. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WINTER  DRYLAND, 


Kettering, 

January,  1899. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Kettering 

Urban  District  Council . 


gENTLEMEN, 


I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  details  of  Sanitary 
Work  carried  out  during  the  past  year: — 

50  Special  House  Inspections  were  made. 

16  Waste  and  Rain-water  Pipes  were  cut  off  from  drains. 

89  Blocked  Drains  affecting  279  houses  were  cleared. 

24  New  Drain  Traps  were  fixed. 

15  Drain  Traps  were  repaired  or  re-set. 

13  Drains  were  re-laid  and  IS  Tippers  put  in  order. 

7 Inspection  Chambers  were  constructed. 

8 Badly-paved  Yards  were  newly  paved  or  repaired. 

19  Old  Water  Closets  and  Urinals  were  cleansed  and  repaired. 

In  these  16  new  Pans  and  7 new  Traps  were  fixed. 

12  New  Water  Closets  were  constructed  and  water  laid  on  to  four 
others.  Five  Flushing  Cisterns  have  been  put  in  order. 
Six  new  Privies  with  moveable  receptacles  were  con- 
structed . 

4 Vaults  and  Cesspools  were  abolished. 

2 Nuisances  caused  by  overcrowding,  3 Smoke  Nuisances,  and 
3 Nuisances  caused  by  Temporary  Privies  were  abated. 

6 Pig  and  Fowl  Nuisances  were  abated. 

18  Offensive  Accumulations  were  removed. 

2 Schools  and  88  Rooms,  Bedding,  &c.,  were  fumigated. 
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7 New  Ventilating  Pipes  were  erected  on  private  properties. 

5 Wells  have  been  closed  and  5 Pumps  repaired. 

Seventy-five  samples  of  Water  were  taken  for  testing,  resulting 
in  39  bouses  being  supplied  with  the  Company’s  water,  wells  being 
cleansed,  and  2 new  Wells  being  made. 

Twelve  flushings  of  Water  Closets  and  Side  Drains  have  been 
carried  out  on  premises  where  Typhoid  Fever  has  existed. 

At  one  Slaughter-house  the  yard  has  been  newly  paved  and  the 
Company’s  water  laid  on  to  premises. 

In  Factories  and  Workshops  eleven  nuisances  have  been  abated, 
and  one  new  Water  Closet  erected. 

Thirty  persons  were  prosecuted  for  using  obscene  language 
in  the  streets.  These  were  reported  and  proved  by  the  police. 
Five  were  prosecuted  for  stone-throwing,  three  for  causing  obstructions 
in  the  streets,  one  for  importuning  passengers,  and  one  for  failing  to 
notify  a case  of  scarlet  fever,  the  fines  imposed  amounting  to  £8  17s. 

Seven  persons  were  fined  for  allowing  their  chimneys  to  be  on  fire. 

Legal  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  served  in  only  four  cases. 

Thirty-nine  visits  have  been  made  to  public  buildings  in  order  to 
see  that  the  provisions  of  Section  36  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  were  carried  into  effect. 

In  three  cases  Fish  and  in  one  case  Rabbits,  which  were  unfit  foi 
food,  were  destroyed. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  Urban  District  have  been  visited 
from  time  to  time,  improvements  which  had  been  suggested  have  been 
made,  and  further  improvements  are  still  necessary  in  one  or  two 
places. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 


JOHN  BARRITT, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


